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MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


Population  in  1891  ...  ...  ...  ...  59,489 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,710  Acres 


Rateable  Value  of  Property  assessed  to  the 

Relief  of  the  Poor,  November,  1895  ...  <£204,697  0  0 

Rateable  Y alue  of  Property  assessed  to  the 

General  District  Rate,  November,  1895  ...  £155,331  15  0 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  Borough,  November, 


1895 


12,502 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SANITARY 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST 
BROMWICH. 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  present  my  sixth  Annual  Report  upon  the  sanitary 
condition  of  your  Borough. 

It  is  naturally  a  matter  for  regret  that  I  cannot  speak  to  you 
as  favourably  of  the  past  year  as  of  its  immediate  predecessor,  but 
the  statistics  of  the  year  1894  were  so  far  below  previous  reports 
that  some  compensatory  rise  was  inevitable. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  in  my  department  has 
been  the  visit  of  a  Local  Government  Inspector,  Dr.  George 
Buchanan,  who  was  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  prevalence  of  ty¬ 
phoid  fever  in  the  Borough  and  its  sanitary  condition  generally. 
At  the  date  at  which  this  report  is  necessarily  written  no  result  of 
his  visit  has  been  received  from  Whitehall  nor  can  I  forecast  the 
tenor  of  his  report.  I  have  therefore  decided  to  lay  before  you  in 
this  my  annual  report  the  history  of  typhoid  outbreaks  in  West 
Bromwich  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  trace  them,  with  a  view  of 
removing  some  erroneous  impressions  which  appear  to  exist  about 
this  disease  and  its  dangerous  character. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  your  present  system  of  privy- 
middens  is  doomed  to  extinction  though  the  process  will  be  a  tedious 
one  for  those  who  desire  to  see  it  carried  out.  At  the  present  time 
there  is  a  growing  disposition  to  make  this  conversion  out  of  the 
public  funds,  and  Leicester,  Leeds,  and  Sheffield,  among  others,  have 
obtained  loans  for  this  purpose. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  forgotten  that  typhoid  fever,  about 
which  it  is  so  easy  to  create  a  scare,  is  a  comparatively  harmless 
disease  as  compared  with  others  of  which  I  shall  have  to  speak  to 
you  in  this  report. 

Without  further  preface  I  present  to  you  the  usual  statistical 
tables  and  a  record  of  the  work  done  by  my  department  during  the 
year. 
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Births 


Deaths 


I. —VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  in  1891,  according  to  the  Census  returns,  amoun¬ 
ted  in  round  numbers  to  59,500  ;  since  that  time  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  has  been  no  less  than  4,514,  or  at  the  annual  rate 
of  900.  In  order  to  arrive  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the  present  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  Borough  I  propose  to  add  3,500  to  the  census  figures, 
thus  allowing  the  remaining  1,000  for  migration.  The  population 
upon  which  the  statistics  for  1895  are  based  is  therefore  63,000,  and 
in  this  is  included  that  of  the  Union  Workhouse,  the  District  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  other  institutions  whose  inmates  are  not  drawn  exclusively 
from  the  inhabitants  of  West  Bromwich. 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  children  arrived 
in  West  Bromwich  during  the  past  year  or  at  the  annual  rate 
of  35 -3  per  1,000.  In  comparison  with  previous  years  this  fairly 
represents  the  gradual  decline  in  the  birth-rate  which  has  prevailed 
for  some  time  past. 

The  deaths  from  all  causes  number  1,286  showing  a  gross  death- 
rate  of  20 ‘4  per  1,000.  It  has  hitherto  been  my  practice  to  correct 
these  figures  by  deducting  deaths  from  violent  causes  and  deaths  of 
outside  residents  occurring  in  our  public  institutions,  but  as  this 
appears  to  have  been  misunderstood,  I  propose  to  analyse  the  total 
death-rate  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  clear  how  far  the  various 
causes  contribute  to  the  gross  result.  Thus  the  total  rate  being  20*4, 
the  component  parts  are  as  lollows : — Deaths  occurring  among  persons 
not  belonging  to  the  district,  83,  i.e.  IT  per  1,000;  from  violence, 
63,  or  1  per  1,000;  total  deaths  with  the  above  deductions,  1,156, 
i.e.  18*3  per  1000  made  up  as  follows  : — Zymotic  diseases,  168,  2-6 
per  1,000;  Consumption  1  per  1,000  ;  Heart  disease  1  per  1,000; 
Lung  diseases  4 '4  per  1,000,  and  other  diseases  9-2  per  1,000. 

The  distribution  of  deaths  according  to  age  requires  no  com¬ 
ment,  being  fully  shown  in  the  tables  appended,  but  a  word  should 
be  said  upon  the  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age.  During 
1895  no  less  than  349  of  these  infants  perished ;  that  is  to  say  that 
of  every  100  children  born,  16  died  before  reaching  their  first  birth¬ 
day.  This  is  a  smaller  number  than  is  usually  recorded  for  this 
Borough,  but  is  still  much  too  great. 
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S.W. 
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(A)— TABLE  OF  DEATHS 


During  the  Year  1895,  in  the  West  Bromwich  Urban 


Sanitary  District,  classified  according  to 
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The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality. 
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II.™ DEATHS. 


• 

1st 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Total. 
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Totals 
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III. 

—ZYMOTIC 

DISEASES. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

* 
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0 

1 
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And  1  case  admitted  from  Wednesbury. 

Diarrhoea. 
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21 

IY.  — IN  QUESTS,  &c. 

Year.  Deaths. 

Certified.  Uncertified.  Coroner. 

Proportion  per  cent.  Deaths. 
Certified.  Uncertified.  Violence.  Nat. causes. 

1892.  1293 

1183 

4  106 

9D6 

0-3 

5-0 

3d 

1893.  1481 

1349 

11  121 

912 

0*7 

4-2 

3-9 

1894.  1105 

983 

4  118 

87-6 

0-4 

5-8 

6-4 

1895.  1286 

1176 

6  104 

90-9 

0'5 

4-3 

4-3 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  5  years  of  age 
is  589,  being  nearly  100  in  excess  of  1894  ;  this  is  due  almost  en¬ 
tirely  to  measles  and  diarrhoea.  The  importance  of  these  two 
epidemics  is  clearly  shown  in  the  accompanying  tables  as  compared 
with  the  less  fatal  but  more  dreaded  typhoid  fever. 

One  hundred  and  ten  deaths  came  under  the  notice  of  the 
Coroner  and  104  enquiries  were  held,  being  equally  divided  between 
deaths  from  violence  and  “natural  causes.” 


Deaths 


6 


Nuisance 

Abatement 


Refuse 

Removal 


II— SANITARY  WORK. 

Nuisance  Abatement. 

The  statistics  of  this  portion  of  our  duties  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix  to  this  report,  but  even  there  it  is  not  possible  to  set  out 
to  the  full  extent  the  work  done,  as  in  many  cases  it  is  now  quite 
unnecessary  to  serve  even  the  preliminary  notice.  During  the  year 
a  very  large,  probably  the  largest,  amount  of  sanitary  work  has  been 
accomplished,  not  merely  as  a  result  of  the  prevalence  of  typhoid 
fever  nor  of  newspaper  agitation,  but  steadily  and  consistently 
throughout  the  whole  year. 

It  cannot  however  be  stated  too  clearly  that  an  immense 
amount  remains  to  be  accomplished,  not  only  in  the  gradual  reform 
of  the  privy  system,  but  in  making  all  middens  more  wholesome 
than  they  are  at  present,  even  where  from  various  reasons  it  is  not 
possible  to  convert  them.  The  provision  of  “  proper  doors  and 
coverings  ”  to  the  ashpits,  the  extension  of  the  dustbin  system,  the 
improvement  of  yard  drainage,  the  cleansing  of  common  gullies, 
and  the  education  of  the  people  to  burn  many  things  which  at 
present  they  improperly  cast  into  their  ashpits,  are  points  which  will 
occupy  the  time  of  your  officials  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

The  experiment  which  I  foreshadowed  in  my  last  report  has 
proved  a  success,  and  the  refuse  removal  of  the  whole  Borough  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  contractors  ;  it  remains  however  to  be  seen 
whether  this  system,  which  is  indubitably  cheaper,  will  prove 
equally  as  free  from  complaint  as  when  we  did  the  work  with  our 
own  teams  and  men. 

The  dustbin  collection  is  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  in  order  not  to  disturb  the  sequence  of  the  working,  and  the 
use  of  the  Cemetery  Lane  “  tip  ”  is  also  necessary.  For  some  time 
past  a  quantity  of  the  dustbin  refuse  has  been  delivered  to  the 
works  of  Mr.  Marsh  but  his  process,  although  much  cheaper  than  a 
destructor,  was  considered  by  the  Committee  to  be  an  unnecessary 
expense  and  the  refuse  will,  I  regret  to  say,  continue  to  be  tipped 
and  to  be  a  nuisance  to  the  country  lanes  as  before.  This  dry  re¬ 
fuse  now  amounts  to  about  25  loads  per  week,  or  nearly  2,000  tons 
a  year,  and  could  be  very  materially  increased  if  desired. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  scheme  of  report  to  go  over  in  detail  the 
various  forms  of  work  which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  carry 
out  during  the  year,  but  I  should  like  to  refer  to  one  or  two  points 
which  have  arisen  ;  the  difficult  question  of  joint  drains  requiring 
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repair  has  more  than  once  occurred,  hut  when  once  the  operation 
and  meaning  of  the  section  of  the  Act  of  1890  which  deals  with 
this  question  has  been  explained  to  the  agent  or  owner  and  the  bona- 
fide  action  of  your  officers  demonstrated,  the  work  has  been  done 
without  further  friction. 

The  removal  of  those  ditches  into  which  in  past  times  the  sew¬ 
age  of  many  houses  has  been  discharged  continues  to  occupy  our 
attention,  and  there  are  now  very  few  watercourses  which  receive 
sewage  and  offend  alike  the  eye  and  the  nose  of  the  passing  traveller. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  in  diminishing  the  size  and  depth  of 
the  receptacles  for  refuse  all  over  the  Borough,  and  I  feel  confident 
that  in  time  the  property  owners  of  the  town  will  realize  that  their 
true  economy  lies  not  so  much  in  abstaining  from  the  expenditure 
of  money  upon  their  poorer  property  but  in  expenditure  of  such  a 
judicious  character  as  will  result  not  only  in  the  improved  health  of 
their  tenants  but  also  of  a  diminution  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  in  the  removal  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  of 
the  notification  and  isolation  of  infectious  disorders. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  no  less  than  383  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
have  been  reported  to  me  ;  the  average  for  the  six  years  during 
which  the  Act  has  been  in  force  has  been  380  and  the  record  for 
1894  was  289. 

The  total  is  made  up  as  follows  : — Smallpox  8,  Scarlet  Fever 
155,  Typhoid  Fever  132,  Erysipelas  54,  Croup  15,  Diphtheria  14, 
Puerperal  Fever  4,  and  Continued  Fever  1. 

The  cases  of  smallpox  are  surrounded  with  a  certain  amount  of 
mystery;  two  appeared  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  two  occurred  in 
the  house  of  a  well-known  local  official,  and  the  rest  were  scattered, 
one  being  doubtful.  All  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  hospital 
and  properly  isolated,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  if  people 
of  all  classes  will  avail  themselves  of  the  isolation  provided  for 
them,  smallpox  epidemics  will  never  again  be  recorded  in  this 
town. 

Out  of  the  155  cases  of  scarlet  fever  reported,  103  were 
removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital ;  66 ’5  per  cent,  is  not  as  large  a 
figure  as  I  should  desire  in  the  interests  not  merely  of  the  town, 
but  of  the  families,  in  which  a  second  case  would  in  many  instances 
be  prevented  from  arising. 
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Erysipelas  is  represented  by  no  less  than  54  cases,  the  fees  paid 
for  which  are  in  my  opinion  absolutely  wasted  money.  I  cannot 
better  demonstrate  this  than  by  the  case  of  Mr.  A.B.,  who  is 
reported  to  have  had  erysipelas  on  the  following  dates:  1894 — Feb. 
1st,  Aug.  9th,  Oct.  1st,  and  1895 — May  4th  ;  his  age  being  returned 
thus  in  order,  68 — 70 — 69 — and  on  the  last  occasion  71.  I  fail  to 
see  what  is  gained  by  retaining  a  disease  of  this  sort  upon  the 
statutes,  and  am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  get  permission  to  remove 
it. 

Before  passing  to  the  consideration  of  typhoid  fever  it  may  be 
of  use  to  state  for  purposes  of  comparison  that  the  cost  of  the  Act 
for  the  year  amounts  to  about  £54  10s.  0d.,  i.e.,  rather  less  than 
17/-  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

No  small  amount  of  work  has  been  caused  during  the  past  year  by 
the  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough,  and 
it  is  necessary  that  I  should,  somewhat  in  detail,  deal  with  the  occur¬ 
rence  and  prevalence  of  this  disease  not  merely  during  the  year  just 
passed,  but  as  far  back  as  the  detailed  records  of  the  Borough  carry 
me.  I  have  carefully  examined  the  statistics  for  the  last  27  years 
and  I  find  that  if  any  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  the  figures  of  my 
predecessors,  we  have  considerably  improved.  I  commence  with  the 
year  1869,  in  which  no  less  than  74  deaths  were  certified  from 
typhoid  fever,  and  the  average  of  the  nine  years  1869-1877  inclusive, 
works  out  at  32 -4  deaths  per  annum.  During  the  next  nine  years 
the  number  of  deaths  varied  from  5  to  27,  and  averaged  only  15 ’5 
per  annum.  The  nine  years  which  conclude  with  1895  varied  from 
4  to  22,  and  represent  an  average  of  13*3  per  annum.  Of  these 
27  years  the  favourable  ones  are  1883,  1886,  1887,  1888,  and  1892, 
in  which  the  deaths  from  fever  were  less  than  10,  the  exceptionally 
bad  years  being  1869,  1870,  1873,  1874,  1877,  and  1880,  in  which 
the  number  of  fatal  cases  exceeded  26.  It  is  unfortunately  quite 
impossible  to  deduce  the  total  number  of  cases  from  the  deaths  as 
may  be  seen  from  the  figures  of  the  last  six  years  during  which 
notification  has  been  in  force.  In  these  years  the  percentage  of 
deaths  to  cases  varies  from  12 '5  to  44  T  and  averages  21*5;  the  total 
number  of  cases  notified  being  471,  i.e.,  78  per  annum,  and  the 
deaths  being  91,  or  15  per  annum. 

I  now  turn  to  the  causes  in  West  Bromwich  of  this  prevalent 
and  recurrent  typhoid  fever,  and  shall  endeavour  to  show  why  it 
has  diminished,  and  why  in  a  less  degree  it  still  remains. 
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1.  The  most  common  and  easily  detected  source  of  typhoid 
fever  is  pollution  of  the  water  supply  ;  in  our  case  the  supply  is 
above  suspicion.  When  Dr.  Ballard  made  his  inspection  and  report 
in  1875,  only  16  per  cent,  of  the  houses  were  supplied  with  water 
from  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works,  the  remainder  being 
dependent  upon  the  wells  sunk  in  their  back  yards,  or  the  public 
wells  in  Mayers  Green,  Spoil  lane  and  Lyndon.  By  the  end  of 
1881,  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  were  supplying  4,700 
houses  out  of  10,251,  7.e.,  about  46  per  cent.,  and  at  the  present 
time  no  less  than  11,500  houses  are  supplied  out  of  a  total  of 
12,500,  or  about  90  per  cent.  The  purity  of  the  water  supplied  by 
the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  is  well  known,  and  though 
from  time  to  time  after  storms  or  during  repairs,  complaint  is  made 
of  the  presence  of  sediment  and,  at  times,  of  animalculse,  no  charge  of 
bacterial  impurity  has  ever  been  substantiated  against  it,  nor  have 
any  outbreaks  of  zymotic  disease  been  traced  to  its  use.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  question  of  infection  by  water  may,  I  think, 
be  excluded  at  the  present  time. 

2.  The  next  common  cause  of  typhoid  propagation  is  milk. 
In  West  Bromwich  the  milk  supply  is  of  a  very  varied  character, 
and  in  the  detailed  investigation  of  the  three  localities  in  which  the 
fever  most  prevailed,  I  was  not  able  to  isolate  any  one  milk  dealer 
as  supplying  those  who  suffered  from  the  epidemic.  It  is  true  that 
in  some  cases  the  condition  and  surroundings  of  our  milk  shops  and 
cowsheds  leaves  something  to  be  desired,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
assign  to  them  the  onus  of  causing  or  spreading  the  disease. 

Before  passing  to  the  consideration  of  other  and  in  my  opinion 
more  probable  causes  affecting  the  epidemic,  I  would  point  out  that 
in  past  years  in  West  Bromwich  both  water  and  milk  have  been  the 
origin  of  outbreaks,  notably  in  the  Beeches  road  outbreak  of  1884, 
and  the  two  outbreaks  of  1881.  The  detailed  reports  of  past  years 
are  full  of  water  prosecutions  and  notices  to  close  polluted  wells, 
and  it  is  now  almost  impossible  to  point  to  injury  to  health  arising 
from  bad  water. 

3.  Sewer  air  is  credited  with  being  the  cause  of  typhoid  fever, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  when  polluted  air  comes  into 
contact  with  water,  milk,  broth,  or  other  articles  of  diet,  there  is 
great  danger  of  fever  arising  from  such  a  cause  ;  a  notable  example 
of  that  was  the  John  street  outbreak  of  1893,  in  which  owing  to  a 
subsidence  the  sewer  had  become  converted  into  a  cesspool,  and  the 
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drains  of  the  neighbouring  property  had  suffered  in  consequence. 
Recently  attempts  have  been  made  to  show  that  the  sewers  of  a 
town  are  capable  of  producing  outbreaks  of  zymotic  disease,  and  on 
the  other  hand  Mr.  Parry  Laws  has  endeavoured  to  show  that  sewer 
air  is  not  a  suitable  medium  for  the  propagation  and  culture  of  the 
typhoid  bacillus.  In  all  probability  the  truth  is  between  these  two 
extreme  views ;  it  is  impossible  to  deny  that  certain  historical 
outbreaks  have  arisen  from  drains  when  improperly  constructed 
and  flushed,  and  on  the  other  hand  no  more  can  be  claimed  for  the 
very  interesting  experiments  already  alluded  to  than  that  the 
bacillus  was  not  found  in  those  places  and  under  those  circumstances 
under  which  it  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  to  be  present ; 
in  fact  that,  although  these  experiments  are  very  good  as  far  as  they 
go,  we  must  await  further  and  more  complete  reports  before  com¬ 
mitting  ourselves  to  any  very  definite  statement  upon  this  subject. 

4.  There  can  however  be  no  doubt  that  the  retention  upon 
premises  of  human  excreta  for  an  indefinite  period  presents  a  source 
of  danger  of  the  most  real  character  and  one  which  everybody  who 
has  ever  reported  to  you  has  agreed  to  condemn.  I  find  in  the 
reports  of  your  first  medical  officer,  Dr.  Kite,  as  long  ago  as  1869,  a 
protest  against  the  size  and  character  of  the  privy  middens  of  this 
town  ;  the  reports  of  your  former  officer,  Mr.  J.  Manley,  are  equally 
strong;  and  Dr.  Ballard,  in  1875,  pointed  out  to  you  the  danger 
that  was  incurred  by  this  system.  I  have  repeatedly  drawn  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  these  immense  pits  of  liquid  filth  must 
saturate  the  soil  around  the  houses  where  they  exist,  that  the 
defects  in  your  surface  drains  running  along  the  house  walls  must 
render  the  houses  damp  with  moisture  of  a  dangerous  character, 
and  that  in  many  cases  these  pits  were  close  to  kitchen  doors.  It 
is  interesting  to  find  that  in  1869  your  then  officer  advised  you  that 
privies  within  10  feet  of  a  pantry  window  were  a  nuisance  injurious 
to  health,  and  I  regret  to  think  that  that  opinion  is  not  more 
widely  held  after  26  years  of  sanitary  progress  in  this  town. 

The  use  of  common  privies  by  infected  and  uninfected  houses 
alike,  the  habitual  disregard  of  the  most  ordinary  rules  of  decency 
and  cleanliness  by  many  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  the  filthy  condi¬ 
tion  of  much  of  the  bedding  and  utensils  in  the  infected  houses, 
have  all  increased  the  spread  of  typhoid  fever  directly  from  person 
to  person,  which  is  not  its  usual  method  of  contagion.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  it  is  largely  under  this  head  that  the  return  of  typhoid 
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fever  year  by  year  to  the  same  street,  and  even  to  the  same  house,  is 
to  be  accounted  for. 

Three  principal  centres  of  fever  were  to  be  noticed  during  the 
past  year  : — (a)  the  Lyng  district,  which  for  the  past  three  years 
had  been  the  home  of  typhoid  fever  in  an  epidemic  form ;  (b)  Long 
square,  in  which  certain  special  features  are  to  be  noted ;  and  (c) 
Jervoise  street,  &c.,  where  there  has  been  a  small  but  isolated  out¬ 
break. 

(a)  Lyng  lane.  The  disease  appeared  in  Cross  street,  on  May 
1st,  in  Uo.  22,  a  house  which  had  been  infected  in  1894,  though 
with  a  different  set  of  tenants.  This  proved  to  be  the  starting 
point  of  40  cases  of  fever ;  the  same  district  had  47  cases  in  1894, 
and  18  in  1893.  The  recurrence  of  cases  in  the  same  house  is 
shown  in  several  instances,  e.g.  22,  Cross  street,  December  19th, 

1893,  January  22nd,  1894,  and  May  2nd,  1895,  also  50,  Braybrook 
street,  August  30th,  1890,  September  3rd,  1892,  September  20th, 

1894.  Such  cases  as  these  point  directly  to  an  infection  of  soil  and 
surroundings  rather  than  to  any  temporary  cause.  Unfortunately 
in  an  epidemic  of  this  kind  the  disease  spreads  from  insanitary 
houses  to  those  where  the  arrangements  are  of  the  most  modern  and 
perfect  type  as  in  the  case  of  new  buildings  in  Smith  street. 

(b)  Long  square.  The  first  case  appeared  in  this  street  on 
May  24th,  no  case  having  occurred  there  since  December,  1890,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  notoriously  filthy  house  in  which  five 
cases  were  notified  in  January,  1893.  E  have  doubts  whether  this 
was  really  the  starting  point  of  the  Long  square  outbreak,  there 
having  been  several  cases  of  a  doubtful  character  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  previously.  The  people  of  this  district  were  at  the  time  in  a 
state  of  considerable  privation  and  distress  owing  to  the  closure  of 
works  and  other  causes  and,  the  door  being  thus  opened  to  disease, 
they  proved  easy  victims,  no  less  than  24  cases  being  reported. 
The  worst  case  was  that  of  the  inmates  of  69,  Long  square,  who 
were  in  such  a  state  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  burn  almost 
everything  after  the  sufferers  had  been  removed  to  the  Workhouse 
Infirmary. 

(c)  An  isolated  outbreak  took  place  in  the  block  of  streets 
formed  by  Jervoise  street,  Croft  street  and  Coppice  street,  where  the 
disease  appeared  in  August  and  by  the  end  of  October  no  less  than 
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13  cases  were  notified.  There  were  at  one  time  some  suspicions  in 
my  mind  that  this  particular  outbreak  was  due  to  milk  but  I  have 
not  been  able  to  verify  my  views  by  investigation. 

The  whole  of  this  question  has  been  enquired  into  by  Dr. 
George  Buchanan,  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  whose  report 
may  shortly  be  expected  and  before  whom  the  whole  of  the  fever 
statistics  of  the  past  six  years  have  been  laid.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  I  do  not  propose  here  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  providing 
hospital  accommodation  for  typhoid  fever,  nor  the  relative  obligations 
of  the  Guardians  and  the  Sanitary  Authority  as  defined  in  a  recent 
decision  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Passing  now  from  the  notifiable  diseases  a  few  words  may  be 
said  about  diarrhoea  which  is  answerable  for  as  many  as  7  0  deaths  in 
1895  ;  a  reference  to  the  record  of  the  past  27  years  shows  that  in 
the  deaths  from  this  cause  we  have  receded  rather  than  advanced, 
the  greatest  number  having  occurred  in  1893,  viz.  :  126,  and  the 
nine  years  average  having  risen  from  51  to  71,  the  average  of  the 
whole  period  being  61.  A  very  large  proportion  of  these  deaths  are 
among  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  to  a  very  great  extent  they  are  due  to  carelessness  and  in¬ 
sanitary  surroundings. 

Measles  is  responsible  for  54  deaths  ;  the  average  for  the  past 
27  years  amounts  to  27  only,  the  figures  ranging  from  one  death  in 
1870  to  77  in  the  preceding  year.  It  has  been  proposed  to  add 
measles  to  the  list  of  diseases  notified  in  West  Bromwich,  but  so 
long  as  no  accompanying  proposition  to  provide  isolation  for  the 
early  cases  is  made  I  fail  to  see  what  good  will  result  from  such  a 
proceeding  except  to  those  who  will  receive  the  very  numerous  fees 
for  notification. 

With  such  figures  before  you  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  under¬ 
stand  the  exaggerated  importance  which  attaches  to  typhoid  fever  ; 
in  the  last  27  years  typhoid  has  killed  out  of  your  town  555  persons, 
most  of  them  of  adult  age,  it  is  true ;  during  the  same  years 
diarrhoea  has  slain  no  less  than  1,660,  and  measles  with  its  accom¬ 
panying  lung  complications  has  blotted  out  713  children.  These 
unheeded  diseases  have  thus  been  four  times  as  fatal  as  the  much 
dreaded  typhoid  fever. 
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Y  ear. 

Measles. 

Diarrhoea. 

Deaths 

fron 

typhoid. 

Total  number 
of 

typhoid  cases 
notified. 

Percentage 
of  typhoid 
deaths  to 
notifications. 

1869 

77 

70 

74 

.  .  . 

1870 

1 

69 

45 

.  .  . 

1871 

61 

73 

19 

•  .  • 

1872 

7 

47 

18 

1873 

3 

56 

29 

.  .  . 

1874 

39 

70 

27 

*  .  . 

1875 

4 

68 

25 

.  .  . 

1876 

20 

65 

22 

.  .  . 

1877 

8 

45 

33 

1878 

30 

55 

13 

•  •  • 

1879 

11 

51 

15 

.  .  . 

1880 

18 

73 

27 

1881 

11 

35 

19 

.  .  . 

1882 

41 

46 

21 

.  .  . 

1883 

4 

33 

8 

.  .  • 

1884 

17 

70 

15 

.  .  ' 

1885 

30 

35 

18 

.  .  « 

1886 

50 

60 

5 

.  .  . 

1887 

55 

53 

9 

.  .  . 

1888 

24 

39 

4 

.  .  • 

1889 

23 

75 

17 

.  .  • 

.  .  , 

1890 

24 

58 

14 

89 

15-7 

1891 

53 

58 

22 

49 

44-8 

1892 

13 

71 

9 

30 

30  0 

1893 

27 

126 

18 

92 

19*5 

1894 

8 

45 

10 

79* 

12-6 

1895 

54 

72 

18 

132 

13-6 

The  Infectious  Hospital. 

During  the  year  eight  cases  of  smallpox  and  116  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  were  removed  to  the  hospital ;  the  cases  of  smallpox  all  did 
well  and  were  discharged  cured,  but  there  were  eight  deaths  among 
the  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  One  complaint  was  received  by  the 
Committee  during  the  year  but  upon  enquiry  it  was  found  that  the 
statements  of  the  complainant  were  untrue.  Numerous  letters  of  a 
grateful  character  have  been  received  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
former  inmates  to  send  presents  to  the  manager  and  nurses  and  to 
express  their  gratitude  in  various  ways. 
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The  exterior  of  the  buildings  has  been  renovated  and  painted 
during  the  year  and  though  there  remains  something  to  he  desired  in 
the  way  of  additional  accommodation  the  present  wards  are  fairly 
equipped  for  the  number  which  we  can  receive. 

It  will  in  my  opinion  be  necessary  to  provide  a  new  disinfecting 
stove  of  a  more  modern  type  than  that  which  we  now  possess  and 
which  is  costly  in  the  gas  which  it  uses.  I  would  suggest  that  a 
steam  disinfector  of  the  “  Reck  ”  pattern  be  provided  as  the  cost  is 
moderate  and  the  results  are  said  to  be  quite  as  good  as  those  of  the 
high  pressure  system. 

It  is  now  quite  clear  that  in  future  you  are  entitled  to  charge 
the  Guardians  for  the  maintenance  of  any  cases  which  you  may  be 
called  upon  to  remove  from  the  Workhouse  or  the  Wigmore 
Schools,  but  it  has  been  my  invariable  practice  to  remove  all  cases 
of  infectious  disease  at  once  in  the  public  interest  and  argue  the 
question  of  payment  afterwards. 


Housing 
of  Working 
Classes 


Housing  op  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  appended  to  this  report  that 
no  less  than  SO  houses  have  been  dealt  with  under  this  Act  during 
the  past  year.  This  is  all  very  well  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  in  my 
opinion  the  time  is  now  at  hand  when  West  Bromwich  should  boldly 
take  in  hand  the  question  of  the  improvement  of  her  worst  spots 
and  complete  the  work  of  providing  open  spaces  for  her  people  by 
opening  out  the  narrow  courts  and  confined  alleys  which  at  present 
disfigure  some  portions  even  in  the  centre  of  our  town.  I  do  not 
wish  in  this  report  to  more  accurately  indicate  the  places  in  which 
these  improvements  are  more  especially  required  but  it  is  well 
known  to  many  of  your  Council  that  plans  for  these  improvement 
schemes  have  for  a  long  time  past  been  pigeon-holed  in  the  offices  of 
your  Surveyor  and  your  Medical  Officer,  and  have  been  submitted 
to  more  than  one  of  your  Mayors.  There  is  more  than  one  place 
which  would  lend  itself  to  vigorous  treatment  of  this  character  and 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there  are  schemes  of  this  kind  which 
would  command  the  moral  and  in  many  instances  the  financial  sup¬ 
port  of  many  of  our  leading  residents.  In  some  jrarts  certain 
concessions  would  of  course  be  required  of  the  property-owners  if 
improvements  worthy  of  the  town  are  to  be  carried  out,  but  unless 
a  disposition  is  shown  by  the  Council  to  improve  the  town  nothing 
can  be  expected  from  private  owners. 


B.-TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS, 

Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  West  Bromwich  Urban  Sanitary  District;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for 
the  purpose  of  these  Statistics ;  Public 
Institutious  being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 


(a) 


A orth  Eastern  (H)  ... 


Union  Workhouse 


Borough  Hospital 


W  igmore  Schools 


South  Eastern 


District  Hospital 
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Workshops. 

The  workshops  of  the  Borough  have  been  regularly  inspected 
during  the  year ;  of  the  91  on  the  register  13  had  either  been  closed 
or  removed,  28  new  shops  were  added  as  the  result  of  inspection  and 
18  were  reported  by  the  Inspector  of  Factories.  The  total  number 
now  registered  is  124. 

Sixteen  required  to  be  cleansed  or  limewaslied  and  have  received 
attention  ;  the  rooms  are  all  well  ventilated  though  in  some  instances 
the  number  employed  appeared  to  be  full  large  for  the  cubic  space. 
Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  provision  and  cleanliness  of 
the  necessary  sanitary  arrangements  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  an 
improvement  in  this  respect. 

The  Inspector  of  Factories  for  the  district  has  visited  me  on 
more  than  one  occasion  and  I  am  in  constant  communication  with 
him  upon  the  condition  of  the  workshops. 

In  conclusion  I  can  only  thank  my  Committee  for  their  con¬ 
sistent  kindness  and  support  and  assure  you  that  I  shall  never  spare 
my  efforts  to  improve  the  welfare  of  my  native  town. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours, 

HERBERT  MANLEY, 

M.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

Fellow  of  the  Sanitary  Institute. 
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Table  of  the  Number  of  Deaths  and  Zymotic  Diseases  occurring  in  each 
Street,  in  the  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 


STREETS. 

Deaths  from  all 

causes. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Infectious  Cases 

Notified. 

STREETS. 

Deaths  from  all 

causes. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Infectious  Cases 

Notified. 

A 

Cape  street 

6 

_ 

1 

Chapel  street  ... 

3 

— 

1 

All  Saints  street 

8 

— 

1 

Chapel  street,  Lyng 

— 

— 

— 

Arthur  street  ... 

6 

1 

— 

Cottrell  street  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Ault  street 

9 

— 

— 

Crookhay  lane  ... 

4 

— 

— 

Alfred  street  .. 

1 

— 

— 

Castle  street 

2 

— 

6 

Albert  street  ... 

3 

1 

1 

Coppice  street  ... 

2 

1 

4 

Albion  road 

— 

— 

— 

Croft  street 

3 

1 

8 

Allerton  lane  ... 

1 

— . 

— 

Church  street  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Albion 

2 

— 

— 

Church  lane 

2 

— 

2 

Church  vale 

5 

— 

1 

B 

Cemetery  road  ... 

2 

1 

— 

Cooper  street  ... 

6 

3 

— 

Birmingham  road 

— 

Cooperhill  street 

4 

— 

1 

Beeches  road  ... 

3 

— 

2 

Charlemont 

1 

— 

— - 

Bagnall  street  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Coles  lane 

3 

1 

— 

Bagnall  street,  Golds  Green 

— 

— 

8 

Crankhall  lane... 

2 

— 

— 

Bull  street 

5 

— 

4 

Bull  lane 

3 

— 

— 

D 

Bratt  street 

6 

2 

4 

Bray  brook  street 

2 

— 

2 

Dial  lane 

11 

3 

5 

Bromford  lane  ... 

9 

4 

— 

Dartmouth  street 

5 

— 

— 

Brook  street 

6 

1 

2 

Dudley  road 

8 

2 

1 

Bond  street 

2 

— 

— 

Dagger  lane 

— 

— 

— 

Bowater  street ... 

5 

1 

— 

Duke  street 

3 

1 

— 

Barton  street  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Dove  street 

2 

— 

— 

Black  lake 

5 

— 

— 

Delves,  The 

— - 

— 

— . 

Bilhav  street  ... 

3 

— 

4 

Dunkirk  street... 

2 

— 

— 

Bilhay  lane 

3 

— 

1 

Dunkirk 

1 

■ — 

— 

Barrow  street  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Brickhouse  lane 

3 

— 

1 

E 

Beale  street 

11 

1 

— 

Barracks  street 

1 

1 

— 

Ebenezer  street 

7 

1 

— 

Barncroft  street 

3 

1 

1 

Edward  street  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Boulton  road  ... 

3 

1 

— 

Earl  street 

1 

— 

— 

Baker  street 

3 

1 

— 

Elwell  street  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Burlington  road 

— 

— 

1 

Exchange  street 

— 

— 

— 

Bache  road 

— 

— 

— 

Bell  street 

— 

— 

— 

F 

Brett  street  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Bird  end 

— 

— 

— 

Fisher  street  ... 

6 

1 

1 

Bustleholme 

3 

1 

— 

Francis  street  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Barr  road 

— 

— 

— 

Frederick  street 

4 

— 

— 

Bescot 

1 

— 

— 

Farley  street  ... 

— 

— 

— 

* 

Florence  road  ... 

2 

1 

2 

C 

Friar  park 

1 

— 

— 

Forge  lane 

— 

— 

1 

Carters  Green  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Carters  Green  passage 

— 

— 

— 

G 

Claypit  lane 

6 

1 

1 

Colley  street  ... 

5 

— 

— 

Great  Bridge  street 

14 

2 

1 

Cophall  street  ... 

7 

1 

3 

Great  Bridge  ... 

6 

— 

Cronehill  street 

1 

— 

— 

Guns  lane 

7 

3 

1 

Charles  street  .. 

6 

— 

3 

Greets  Green  road 

9 

_ 

1 

Cross  street 

4 

1 

8 

Greets  Green  (canal  side) 

— 

— 

— 
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<x> 
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O 

a 
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<4-1 

ft 

KJ 

a 

t-H 

ft 

>> 

a 

l-H 

Gregory  street  . . . 

3 

2 

1 

L 

Griffin  street  ... 

3 

1 

- - 

Golds  Hill 

7 

2 

3 

Lyng  lane 

15 

5 

6 

Golds  Green 

5 

— 

_ 

Long  square 

16 

6 

15 

Grice  street 

1 

— 

— 

Lloyd  street 

8 

1 

— 

Globe  street 

1 

— 

— 

Lyndon  street  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Glover  street  ... 

14 

1 

4 

Lyndon 

8 

1 

— 

Green  street 

2 

— 

1 

Loveday  street... 

3 

— 

— 

George  street  . . . 

8 

2 

— 

Lewisham  street 

3 

2 

2 

Gads  lane 

— 

— 

— 

Lyttleton  street 

5 

2 

— 

Grout  street 

7 

1 

1 

Legge  street 

4 

1 

— 

Lombard  street 

3 

— 

1 

H 

Lombard  street  West 

— 

— 

— 

Lodge  road 

1 

— 

— 

High  street 

21 

2 

17 

Lambert  street ... 

— 

— 

— 

Hill  Top 

19 

— 

6 

Lamberts  End  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Holloway  Bank 

14 

1 

5 

Lee  street 

8 

— 

— 

Harvills  Hawthorn 

14 

1 

3 

Little  lane 

1 

— 

1 

Hawkes  lane  ... 

4 

— 

3 

Little  lane,  Oldbury 

road 

1 

— 

— 

Hateley  Heath... 

7 

2 

4 

Hawkins  street 

— 

— 

— 

M 

Hill  street  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Hardware  street 

3 

— 

1 

Moor  street 

13 

— 

5 

Hargate  lane  ... 

9 

1 

6 

Messenger  lane... 

7 

2 

— 

Hargate  street  .. 

1 

— 

— 

Mayers  Green  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Herbert  street  ... 

6 

— 

1 

Mount  Pleasant  street 

3 

2 

3 

Hope  street 

2 

— 

3 

Mill  street 

3 

1 

1 

Horton  street  ... 

6 

1 

1 

Millward  street 

— 

— 

— 

Horton  street,  Lyng 

2 

— 

3 

Morris  street,  Little 

— 

— 

— 

Henry  street  ... 

3 

1 

— 

Morris  street  ... 

3 

2 

3 

Harwood  street 

2 

— 

7 

Maria  street 

2 

— 

1 

Hallam  street  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Mary  road 

— 

— 

— 

Hollyhedge  road 

1 

— 

2 

Hollyoak  street 

1 

— - 

1 

N 

Hall  End 

7 

— 

5 

Houghton  street 

1 

— 

— 

New  street,  W.  B. 

5 

— 

1 

Hall  street 

5 

1 

1 

New  street,  Hill  Top 

13 

1 

5 

Hall  street  south 

— 

— 

— 

Newhall  street ... 

5 

1 

1 

Hall  Green 

2 

— 

— 

Neale  street 

5 

— 

2 

Halfords  lane  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Nicholls  street ... 

2 

— 

2 

Howard  street  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Newton  street  ... 

1 

— 

2 

Hospital  (District) 

51 

— 

2 

Newton  road  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Hospital  (Infectious) 

10 

9 

— 

O 

1 

Izons  road 

Ireland  Green  .. 

... 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Oldbury  road  ... 

Oak  lane 

Oak  lane,  Fordrough 

... 

12 

7 

2 

2 

5 

1 

i 

Oak  road 

14 

1 

7 

u 

John  street 

John  street,  Swan  Tillage 

10 

2 

___ 

1 

Old  Meeting  street 
Oak  wood  street 

Old  End 

•  •  • 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Jesson  street 

Jervoise  street  ... 

*  •  • 

2 

— 

1 

Overend  street ... 

Old  Forge 

... 

7 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Jervoise  passage 

... 

" 

K 

P 

Kiug  street 

... 

3 

1 

2 

Phoenix  street  ... 

... 

7 

— 

— 

Kenrick  street  ... 

*  t  • 

2 

— 

Pleasant  street ... 

>  •  * 

2 

— 

1 

STREETS. 

Deaths  from  all 

causes. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Infectious  Cases 

Notified. 

STREETS. 

Deaths  from  all 

causes. 

Zymotic  Deaths. 

Infectious  Cases 

Notified. 

Pleasant  street,  Hill  Top 

1 

. 

_ 

T 

Pitt  street 

1 

— 

— - 

Parliament  street 

1 

1 

8 

Trinity  road 

10 

— 

— 

Paradise  street  ... 

7 

— 

4 

Trinity  street  ... 

3 

— 

- - 

Piercy  street 

8 

— 

1 

Trinity  street,  Lower 

1 

— 

— 

Price  street 

1 

— 

— 

Thomas  street  ... 

4 

— 

1 

Pikehelve  street 

15 

3 

3 

Taylors  lane 

2 

— 

1 

,,  ,,  (Canal  side) 

— 

— 

— 

Temple  street  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Puddingbag  street 

7 

— 

1 

Tyndal  street  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Parsonage  street 

4 

— 

— 

Tildasley  street 

2 

— 

— 

Park  street 

— 

— 

— 

Tunnel  road 

7 

2 

1 

Pumphouse 

— 

— 

— 

Tasker  street  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Pugh  street 

3 

2 

3 

Treddles  lane  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Thynne  street  ... 

2 

— 

1 

Q 

Tantany  lane  ... 

3 

— 

1 

Tame  street 

1 

— 

1 

Queen  street,  W.  B. 

6 

3 

1 

Tinsley  street  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Queen  street,  Hill  Top  ... 

9 

— 

2 

Tenscore  street... 

— 

— 

— 

R 

U 

Roebuck  lane  ... 

2 

1 

— 

Union  street  ... 

13 

1 

3 

Roebuck  street... 

14 

10 

6 

Union  passage  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Richard  street  South 

4 

— 

3 

Reform  street  ... 

10 

1 

3 

V 

Ryders  Green  road 

— 

— 

— 

Ryder  street 

4 

2 

— 

Victoria  street  ... 

4 

1 

1 

Richard  street  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Victoria  street,  Swan  Vill. 

9 

3 

1 

Railway  street  ... 

2 

1 

— 

Vernon  street  ... 

3 

1 

— 

Red  Cow  Y ard 

1 

— 

— 

Vale  street 

3 

1 

1 

Rigby  street 

2 

— 

— 

Virgins  End  com  t 

— 

— 

— 

Ridding  lane  ... 

— 

— 

Virgins  End 

1 

— 

— 

S 

W 

Spon  lane 

26 

6 

5 

Spon  lane  Fordrough 

— 

— 

— 

Whitehall  road 

23 

2 

2 

,,  Railway  terrace 

— 

— 

1 

Witton  lane 

10 

4 

10 

St.  Michael  street 

2 

1 

2 

Walsall  street  ... 

14 

3 

2 

Sand  well  road  .. 

11 

2 

10 

William  street  ... 

i 

— 

1 

Sandwell  Estate  &  Park  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Wood  lane 

5 

3 

3 

Sams  lane 

29 

8 

7 

Woodward  street 

3 

1 

1 

Sheepwash  lane 

6 

— 

1 

Wood  street 

— 

— 

— 

Swan  Village  &  Fordrough 

5 

— 

— 

Watton  street  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Swan  lane 

— 

— 

— 

Workhouse  lane 

2 

1 

4 

Stoney  lane 

— 

— 

2 

Wyntor  lane  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Summer  street .. . 

4 

2 

5 

Walsall  road  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Smith  street 

7 

2 

14 

W ater  street 

— 

— 

— 

Salem  street 

— 

— 

• — 

Winkle  street  ... 

— 

— 

Slater  street 

2 

1 

1 

Wallface 

1 

— 

— 

Sand  street 

7 

— 

1 

Wednesbury  Old  Field  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Stour  street 

— 

— 

— 

Warhall  end  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

Seagar  street  ... 

4 

— 

1 

Walter  street  ... 

4 

2 

1 

Scotland  passage 

1 

— 

1 

Wigmore 

— 

— 

— 

Stone  Cross 

— 

— 

Wigmore  Schls.  (residents) 

1 

— 

— 

Salters  lane 

— 

— 

,,  „  (strangers) 

— 

— 

— 

Star  Alley 

3 

— 

Workhouse  (residents)  ... 

102 

4 

I  7 

Shaw  street 

— 

1 

,,  (strangers)  ... 

60 

4 

f7 

Sandwell  Colliery 

1 

— 

19 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  first  Annual  Keport  upon  the  work 
done  in  the  Department  under  my  control  during  the  year  1895, 
including  the  supervision  of  refuse  removal. 

My  duties  in  your  Borough  commenced  on  December  10th, 
1894,  and  for  some  days  my  time  was  chiefly  devoted  to  accompany¬ 
ing  your  Medical  Officer  to  the  various  parts  of  the  district  that  I 
might  be  familiar  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  streets  and  the 
character  of  the  work  required.  In  the  course  of  this  inspection  it 

was  evident  to  me  that  there  was  much  to  be  done  in  your  town  if 

1/ 

it  was  to  be  brought  to  the  modern  standard  of  sanitary  requirements. 
Since  then  I  have  exerted  my  utmost  endeavours  to  bring  about  an 
improvement  in  the  less  sanitary  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  venture 
to  think  that  the  statistical  report  which  accompanies  this  will 
show  that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year. 
The  improvement  of  the  small  house  property  must  necessarily  be 
of  a  gradual  character  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
work  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  carried  out  without  undue  friction 
between  the  owners  or  agents  and  your  officers.  I  have  tried  to 
follow  out  this  rule  and  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been  voluntarily 
carried  out,  by  persuasion,  which  I  cannot  set  before  you  in  a 
statistical  table. 

During  the  year  I  have  served  741  preliminary  notices  and  114 
statutory  notices,  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  besides  which,  a 
very  large  number  of  letters  and  subsidiary  notices  have  been  sent 
out  from  the  office.  I  have  made  a  practice,  as  far  as  possible,  of 
meeting  owners  or  their  representatives  on  the  premises  where  the 
nuisance  existed  and  pointing  out  to  them  the  improvements  needed  ; 
in  several  instances  this  has  been  done  without  the  service  of  any 
notice  whatever,  e.g .,  at  one  of  the  Banks,  and  at  the  Swan  Village 
Gas  Works. 

Nineteen  notices  have  been  served  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890;  and  80  houses  have  been  dealt  with 
at  the  time  of  this  report,  three  of  these  notices  are  not  complied 
with,  the  remainder  having  accomplished  their  object. 
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Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  4  notices  have 
been  served  by  this  department,  all  of  which  have  been  promptly 
complied  with.  Although  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  ask  the 
Committee  for  permission  to  take  proceedings  for  non-compliance 
with  notices  upon  16  occasions,  it  has  only  twice  happened  that  the 
cases  have  been  taken  into  Court.  I  am  convinced  that,  as  far  as 
possible,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  your  officers  to  avoid  legal  proceed¬ 
ings,  which  are  a  great  loss  of  time  and  a  cause  of  friction. 

The  abolition  of  privy-middens  proceeds  steadily,  198  having 
been  converted  during  the  past  year  and  replaced  by  142  w.c.’s, 
and  77  slop- water-closets ;  in  addition  to  this  there  are  now  in  the 
Borough  466  portable  dust-bins  which  are  emptied  weekly  by  the 
Corporation. 

My  duties  with  regard  to  infectious  disease  have  been  heavy 
owing  to  the  presence  of  smallpox,  scarlet  fever  and  typhoid.  I 
have  visited  331  cases  of  disease  and  had  266  rooms  fumigated ; 
116  cases  have  been  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital.  In  three 
cases  of  typhoid  fever,  with  exceptionally  filthy  surroundings,  I 
have  burned  the  bedding  and  clothes  by  order  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  the  owners  being  subsequently  compensated.  Disinfectants 
have  been  distributed  freely  to  all  infected  houses  and  have  caused 
a  considerable  outlay.  It  was  found  necessary  to  remove  the  dead 
body  of  a  child  to  the  Mortuary  by  order  of  the  Medical  Officer,  the 
house  being  overcrowded  and  in  a  most  insanitary  condition. 

The  Public  Urinals,  9  in  number,  have  been  cleansed  daily, 
and  during  the  months  from  March  to  September  have  been  cleaned 
on  Sundays  also. 

The  48  slaughterhouses  on  the  register  have  received  166 
visits  and  have  been  kept  clean  and  in  a  fair  sanitary  condition  ; 
no  bad  meat  has  been  detected  during  these  visits.  Frequent 
inspections  have  been  made  of  the  shops  and  in  a  few  cases  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  complain  of  the  food  exposed  for  sale.  On 
six  occasions  articles  of  food  have  been  seized,  viz.  :  4  geese,  5  pigs, 
and  about  136  lbs.  of  beef.  In  two  cases  proceedings  followed 
against  the  vendor  and  penalties  amounting  to  £17  5s.  were  imposed. 
In  other  cases  the  articles  were  at  once  destroyed  at  my  request. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  stopped  and  inspected  the  barrows 
of  the  fish  and  fruit  hawkers,  who  are  so  numerous  in  this  town, 
but  have  never  been  able  to  declare  any  of  their  wares  unfit  for 
food. 
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The  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  now  number  42  and  have 
received  114  visits;  some  are  better  than  others,  but  all  are  now  in 
a  sanitary  condition  and  kept  clean. 

Of  the  26  samples  of  water  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer, 
17  were  condemned,  and  the  owners  consented  to  close  the  wells 
and  put  in  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  water;  7  houses 
have  been  found  without  a  water  supply  and  compelled  to  provide 
tap  water. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  the  work  of  refuse  removal  was  some¬ 
what  in  arrear,  and  that  the  Committee  had  accepted  contracts  for 
three  of  the  wards ;  at  the  commencement  of  the  contract  the  work 
was  not  done  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  me  and  considerable 
friction  arose  between  the  contractors  and  myself  in  consequence  ; 
latterly,  however,  they  have  much  improved  in  their  ways  and  the 
work  is  now  carried  out  in  a  more  steady  and  systematic  manner. 
I  have  received  no  complaints  of  neglect  in  this  department  during 
the  year,  and  so  regularly  has  the  work  been  done  that  comparatively 
few  people  now  call  at  the  office  to  register  their  premises  for  cleans¬ 
ing.  The  year  closes  with  only  36  cases  on  the  book  for  attention. 

Good  results  have  followed  the  issue  of  handbills  to  the  trades¬ 
people  respecting  trade  refuse  and  to  the  tenants  about  putting 
improper  things  into  their  ashpits  which  are  not  now  quite  as  wet  as 
they  were  and  more  free  from  combustible  substances ;  the  issue  of 
these  handbills  will  soon  be  completed. 

I  append  a  complete  and  tabulated  statement  of  the  work  which 
I  have  done,  and  trust  that  I  shall  continue  to  deserve  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  Committee. 

I  beg,  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

'  THOMAS  WATERS,  Assoc.  San.  Inst. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Bakehouses 


Water 
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Inspections 

Preliminary  Statutory 

Notices 

and  Observa¬ 

Notices 

Notices 

complied 

tions  made. 

served. 

served. 

with. 

Defective  dwelling-house  roofs 

145 

118 

6 

121 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  houses 

147 

142 

5 

121 

Defective  privies  and  ashpits 

426 

426 

72 

371 

Dilapidated  outhouses 

43 

40 

3 

35 

Want  of  proper  drainage 

70 

70 

27 

53 

Defective  drainage 

44 

44 

— 

44 

Yards,  &c.,  want  re-paving  ... 

19 

18 

1 

14 

Water  in  cellars  ... 

22 

14 

8 

10 

Defective  soft-water  cisterns 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Defective  cellar  drains 

8 

8 

— 

8 

Defective  spouting 

29 

28 

1 

25 

Water-closets  stopped 

20 

20 

— 

20 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation 

13 

12 

i 

8 

Animals,  &c.,  a  nuisance 

18 

16 

2 

18 

Offensive  accumulations 

17 

17 

— - 

17 

To  drain  stables  ... 

12 

10 

2 

8 

To  drain  pigstys  ... 

9 

6 

3 

9 

To  provide  urinal  accommodation 

19 

15 

4 

17 

To  provide  manure  pits 

7 

7 

— 

3 

To  provide  ashpit  accommodation 

12 

11 

1 

12 

Overcrowding  ...  ... 

114 

101 

13 

114 

Defective  bakehouses 

5 

5 

— 

5 

Defective  slaughterhouses  ... 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Notices  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Acts, 

1890  ... 

19 

■ — 

19 

16 

Notices  under  the  Factory  and 

Workshops  Acts 

.  4 

— 

4 

4 

Infectious  diseases 

383 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  infectious  cases 

331 

— 

- — 

— 

Rooms  fumigated  ... 

266 

— 

— 

— 

Removed  to  hospital 

114 

— 

— 

— 

Lots  of  bedding  destroyed  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Samples  of  water  taken 

•  •  • 

No. 

26 

Wells  closed 

•  •  • 

. . . 

■  •  • 

17 

Provided  with  South  Staffordshire  water 

... 

... 

17 

Houses  without  water  supply 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

South  Staffordshire  water  put  on 

•  ♦  ♦ 

•  *  * 

•  *  • 

7 

Ho. 

Preliminary  notices  served... 

741 

Statutory  notices  served 

114 

Privies  abolished 

198 

W.C.’s  put  in 

142 

Slop-water  closets  put  in  ... 

77 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  ... 

166 

Visits  to  bakehouses 

114 

AAsits  to  tips 

17 

Complaints  received 

531 

Sanitary  prosecutions  granted 

16 

Proceedings  taken 

2 

Houses  inspected 

395 

Pe-inspections 

1547 

Miscellaneous  inspections  . . . 

326 

Portable  dustbins 

466 

Seizures  of  unsound  food  . . . 

6 

Proceedings  taken 

2 

Humber  of  nuisances  dealt  with 

1313 

Ashpits  emptied  ... 

4305 

Privies  emptied  ... 

\  Three  wards  only  <J 

5480 

Loads  removed  ... 

12143 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  a  report  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  from  1st  April,  to  31st  December, 
1895. 

I  have  obtained  85  samples  consisting  of  the  following :  milk, 
57  ;  skimmed  milk,  1  ;  butter,  15  ;  lard,  3  ;  whiskey,  2;  gin,  3  ; 
rum,  1  ;  brandy,  1  ;  olive  oil,  1  ;  and  Seidlitz  powder,  1. 
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These  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  who  certified 
80  samples  as  genuine ;  5  samples  of  milk  and  1  whiskey  being- 
adulterated,  aud  the  Seidlitz  powder  not  compounded  in  accordance 
with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

The  vendors  of  2  samples  of  milk  were  cautioned,  the  amount 
of  adulteration  not  being  sufficient  to  warrant  a  prosecution  ;  and 
acting  upon  your  instructions  the  vendors  of  the  other  adulterated 
samples  of  milk  and  whiskey  were  summoned  before  the  Stipendiary 
and  convicted ;  proceedings  were  also  taken  against  the  vendor 
of  the  sample  of  Seidlitz  powders  but  the  case  was  dismissed  on  a 
technical  point,  without  costs. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  AY.  DAVIS. 


Nature  of 
Food  or  Drug. 

Totals. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Convicted. 

Cautioned. 

Amount 

of 

Penalties 

Amount 

of 

Costs. 

Remarks. 

Milk 

Skimmed  ) 
Milk  f 

57 

1 

52 

1 

0 

3 

0 

£ 7 

£5  10s. 

Convicted  10%  def. 
17%  „ 

<  ,  1«%  „ 
j  Censured  4%  ,, 

,,  2%  ad.  water 

Butter 

15 

15 

Lard  . . . 

3 

3 

Whiskey  .. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

£1 

£1  12s. 

Gin 

3 

3 

Rum 

1 

1 

Brandy 

1 

1 

Olive  Oil  ... 

1 

1 

Seidlitz  ) 

Powders  J 

1 

1 

j  Case  dismissed  on 
|  technical  point 

Totals 

85 

78 

7 

4 

2 

-  .  - 

ANALYST’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee ,  County 

Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  give  you  a  resume  of  the  work  carried  out 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Ac's  during  the  year  1895.  Owing  to 
the  resignation  of  Inspector  Horner  toward  the  close  of  1894,  no 
samples  were  received  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Inspec¬ 
tor  Davis  since  his  appointment,  has  submitted  to  me  85  samples. 
In  the  appended  table  I  give  particulars  as  regards  the  nature,  num¬ 
ber,  and  quality  of  the  articles  examined. 


Description. 

Number. 

Genuine. 

Inferior. 

Adulterated. 

Milk 

57 

42 

10 

5 

Skim  Milk 

1 

1 

Butter 

15 

14 

1 

Lard 

3 

3 

Whiskey 

2 

1 

1 

Rum 

1 

1 

Gin 

3 

3 

... 

Brandy 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Olive  Oil 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Seidlitz  Powders 

1 

. . . 

1 

85 

67 

10 

8 

The  total  number  of  samples  adulterated  is  8,  which  represents 
a  percentage  of  9*4,  and  this  figure  compares  favourably  with  12 ‘9, 
the  percentage  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  according  to  the 
last  report  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Proceedings  have  been  instituted  against  the  vendors  of  adul¬ 
terated  articles  in  five  instances,  and  four  convictions  have  been 
obtained.  The  unsuccessful  prosecution  was  for  selling  Seidlitz 
powders  not  made  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  facts  of  the  case  as  stated  in  my  cer¬ 
tificate,  were  practically  admitted  by  the  vendors,  but  a  novel  point 
was  raised  as  to  the  division  of  the  sample  at  the  time  of  purchase, 
and  on  this  side  issue  the  Stipendiary  gave  judgment  for  the  defen¬ 
dants  with  permission  for  an  appeal. 
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In  the  remaining  three  cases  the  amount  of  adulteration  being 
of  a  slight  character  only,  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  prosecute 
the  vendors,  but  cautionary  letters  were  addressed  to  them  warning 
them  against  a  repetition  of  the  offence. 

In  addition  to  the  above  work  under  the  Acts,  eleven  samples 
of  water  have  been  analysed  by  the  direction  of  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Dr.  Herbert  Manley.  Nine  of  these  proved  to  be  more 
or  less  polluted  with  sewage  or  animal  matter,  and  were  accordingly 
condemned,  whilst  the  two  remaining  waters  were  passed  as  being 
reasonably  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HARRY  SILVESTER,  ETC. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  CANAL  CABIN  BOATS 

FOR  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


Arrangements  for  the  Inspection  of  Canal  Cabin  Boats. 

1.  The  Inspector  visits  the  Canals  comprised  in  the  Borough 
upon  days  he  thinks  fit,  and  inspects  all  Boats  necessary  ;  his 
remuneration  is  <£25  per  annum. 

2.  The  number  of  Boats  inspected  during  the  year  was  180. 
The  inspection  of  the  Boats  has  a  very  beneficial  influence,  notably 
in  the  increased  care  taken  to  conform  to  the  Acts,  both  in  regard 
to  not  exceeding  the  number  of  persons  allowed  by  the  certificate  to 
dwell  therein,  and  in  the  cleanliness  and  general  condition  of  the 
Cabins,  which,  taken  all  round  present  a  very  fair  appearance  of 
neatness  and  comfort ;  the  number  of  Women  dwelling  in  the 


Boats  remains  much  the  same  as  last  year ;  in  the  Children  there  is 
a  slight  diminution. 

3.  Any  Infringements  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations 

WITH  RESPECT  TO 

(a)  All  Boats  inspected  have  been  duly  registered. 

(b)  No  notification  of  change  of  master. 

(c)  No  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Certificate  has  occurred. 

(< d )  Marking  not  contained  in  the  Instruction  Book. 

(e)  No  case  of  overcrowding  met  with. 

(/’)  The  separation  of  the  sexes  has  been  properly  observed  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Certificates. 

(g)  The  general  cleanliness  of  the  Boats  is  very  satisfactory, 
and  most  of  the  Cabins  are  clean  and  neat  in  appearance. 

(h)  Care  is  taken  not  to  allow  the  accumulation  of  bilge  water. 
(?)  Every  Boat  has  been  provided  with  suitable  water  vessel. 

(j)  Stagnant  or  foul  water  is  not  allowed  to  accumulate. 

(k)  No  case  of  Infectious  disease  to  report,  two  cases  of 
severe  illness  met  with,  one  at  first  supposed  to  be  diphtheria  but 
proved  afterwards  to  be  a  very  bad  quinsied  throat,  the  man  re¬ 
covered  ;  the  other  a  case  of  influenza  from  which  the  man  died,  the 
Doctor’s  Certificate  stating  from  pneumonia. 

(l)  The  Inspector  has  never  been  refused  admittance,  and  only 
slight  opposition  in  one  instance  to  an  inspection  of  the  boat. 

4.  No  legal  proceedings  necessary. 

5.  No  necessity  has  arisen. 

6.  No  case  met  with. 

7.  No  case  requiring  it. 

8.  Not  a  registration  office. 

9.  See  answer  to  No.  8. 

HENRY  MOUSLEY, 

Inspector  of  Canal  Cabin  Boats  for  the  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 


lJfth  January ,  1896. 
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